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LETTER OF INTENT TO JOIN THE INTERNATIONAL HUMAN EPIGENOME CONSORTIUM (IHEC)



The International Human Epigenome Consortium (IHEC) coordinates an international collaborative effort for the production of reference maps of epigenomes for key cellular states relevant to health and disease. IHEC sets the ambitious goal to decipher at least 1000 epigenomes within the next 7-10 years to have a substantial coverage of the human epigenome (Nature, Vol 463, 4 February 2010, 596-597).

This letter of intent is to inform the IHEC Executive Committee that [name of funding agency or of research organization] from [country] is willing to join the IHEC collaborative effort and to support its major goal of producing and making available comprehensive human reference epigenome data sets. In that sense [name of funding agency or of research organization] is planning to commit significant resources to [produce / finance the production of] a substantial number of comprehensive human reference epigenome data sets aligned with the IHEC scientific objectives, funding level, policies and governance structures.

Our [funding agency / research organization] and the scientists involved in the data production project(s) will follow and actively promote the principles listed below to join this international collaboration. The principles are as follows:

· Free and open release of all generated data and resources via the IHEC data portal, soon after production;
· Promotion of maximum efficiency and quality level in the generation of human reference epigenome data sets
· Promotion of maximum efficiency and quality level in the coordination of epigenome mapping technologies and procedures, through the sharing and validation of new information on these issues;
· Coordination of the efforts through the sharing of production plans to minimize unnecessary redundancy;
· Coordination of public communications regarding individual efforts or the international effort as a whole, including the running of a common Web portal; and
· Coordination on issues such as archiving and distribution to ensure the data and resources generated are readily accessible to the scientific community.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We therefore nominate [Mr, Ms, Dr, Prof] [name of the representative] to represent our [name of funding agency / research organization] on the IHEC Executive Committee with observer status until the above mentioned data production project is in place. In the same way, we also nominate [Dr. Prof., name of the scientific principal investigator] to be an observer member of the International Scientific Steering Committee.

[If you have the information available, you are encouraged, but not required, to provide a brief description of your planned IHEC aligned program, which may include a listing of proposed cell/tissue types to be mapped.]



Signature,
Name of [Minister]/[Director]/[Funding  Agency or Research Organization Representative]
Date
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